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After referring to the importance of modern languages,
he dwelt at length upon the need of acquiring such
mastery over one's native language as to be able to
avoid the stilted metaphor or the ornate simile. Even
more self-revealing was that portion of his address
in which he spoke of a c right judgment of things ':

c Half the mistakes in life arise from people revolving
things in a casual and half-hearted manner. My practice
has always been, and I heartily recommend it to my
young hearers, no matter how long and how carefully
I may have been chewing the cud of reflection, never to
adopt a final determination without shutting myself up
in a room for an hour or a couple of hours and then,
with all the might and intellectual force which I was
capable of exerting, digging down into the very depths
and remotest crannies of the problem, until the process
had evolved clear and distinct in my mind's eye, a con-
clusion as sharp and cleanly cut as the facets of a diamond.
Nor, when once this conclusion was arrived at, have I
ever allowed myself to reconsider the matter, unless
some new element affecting the question, hitherto un-
noticed or unknown, should be disclosed/

Was that in fact the * equipment * which he had found
most valuable in his sixty-five years of life ? Without
it, he might well have remained a gifted and cultured
aristocrat endowed with rich personal charm. The
advice which he gave to the students of St. Andrews
revealed, had they known it, that obstinate caution,
that infinite capacity for taking pains, which was the
very foundation of his success. For a few more years
he was to retain that equipment unimpaired.

In December of 1891 Lord Dufferin was appointed
to succeed Lord Lytton as Ambassador to France. He
reached Paris in the early days of March, 1892.